
 
 
July 31, 2020 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians: 
 
This morning, as was required by the New York State Education Department (NYSED) and the 
New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), our reentry plan was uploaded to our school’s 
website at www.morriscs.org.    The plan is very long and includes a great deal of mandatory 
regulatory information.   As you will see, the plan addresses many of the health and safety 
protocols that we will have in place for the 2020-2021 school year, but doesn’t answer the very 
important question of how we plan on reopening school this fall.  The plan does include 
information about three different possible scenarios of reopening (complete virtual, all 
students back in school, and a hybrid). This very difficult decision will be based on different 
things that have yet to be determined. 
 
First, we must wait until Governor Cuomo makes a decision on school reopening.  He has stated 
that he will do so during the first week of August.  Secondly, we have ordered a number of 
safety materials and supplies and are waiting for them to arrive.  Most importantly, we need to 
continue to monitor the number of cases in our region in order to decide if schools will be safe 
to have students and staff back in the building.  If we had to decide today, I feel that we would 
follow a hybrid plan of in-person and at home learning. 
 
Our hybrid plan at this time is that students in K-5th grade will attend school on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Students in PK and 6-12 will be broken in two cohorts and 
would either attend Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday.  Students would be expected 
to complete and would be held accountable for assigned work on the days that they are not 
present in the school.  Wednesdays would be used for cleaning/disinfecting and for staff to hold 
virtual office hours and complete lesson planning. 
 
To continue our planning, we will need some important information from you: 
 

1. We will need to know if you intend to keep your child home full-time whether we are 
able to open in-person or not.  If this is your intention, will it be to home school your 
child or have your child learn virtually with instruction provided by the school, due to 
COVID-19 health concerns that are supported by a doctor?  When you home school your 
child, your child would no longer be enrolled as a student at Morris, but instead would 
be a homeschooled student where you provide their instruction as well as guaranteeing 
you are following a state curriculum appropriate for their age and grade-level. If your 
intention is to home school, your home school letter is due by August 15th.  If it is your 
intention to have your child learn 100% virtually with our staff providing the instruction, 
we will need to know this as soon as possible.  A note from the doctor stating the 
specific reason why your child can not come to school will be needed.   

 



2. Student transportation will have the following changes and we will need to know 
whether you plan on having your child ride a bus or not: 
 

a. We will no longer be able to change pickup and drop off locations throughout 
the day, week or year, unless you move your residence. If you have a question 
about this, please contact the bus garage at 263-6117. 

b. All students and staff members must wear a face covering on a bus at all times 
and we must maintain social distancing protocols to the extent possible.  This 
limits the number of students on a bus.  If you are able to transport your child, 
that would be a real assistance to us.  Please respond to the transportation 
survey that was sent out a couple weeks ago if you have not already completed 
and returned it so that we can make plans for students riding the bus. 

 
3. If we have any hope in having in-person learning this year, we must have the 

cooperation from you and your child, and from the faculty/staff working at school.  We 
will be asking that parents sign a social contract which lays out the expectations of all 
stakeholders to assure a safe reopening.  A copy is included with this letter for you to 
review and we will be asking you to sign a copy when you come for parent/student 
orientation. 

 
We will continue to provide information to you throughout the month of August as we work on 
updating and modifying our plans to reopen.  We also plan on having mandatory meetings 
during the last two weeks of August so that you and your child can come to school, see the 
changes that we have made and to hear about our safety protocols. 
 
I know the difficulty that exists with the uncertainty of how school will look in the fall and 
greatly appreciate your patience and flexibility.  The uncertainty with the COVID-19 pandemic 
generates many questions for all of us.  Please remember that our district takes its guidance 
from the state, NYSED, and NYSDOH.  We must always keep the safety of our students and 
faculty/staff as our number one priority.     
 
Please stay safe and enjoy the rest of your summer. 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
 
   Matthew Sheldon 
   Superintendent 


